
BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, SOUTHERN ZONE
CHENNAI

Original Application no: L87 of 2023 (SZ)

IN THE MATTER OF:

Tribunal on its own motion SUO MOTTU based
On the News Item in the Times of India, Chennai
Edition Newspaper dated 28.IL.2023, under
the caption "Fish in Mylapore Temple Tank
found dead, deepam oil blamed" and in The
Hindu Newspaper Dt: 28. LL.2023, under the
Caption "Thousand of dead fish removed
from Kapaleeswarar Temple's Tank in Chennai"

with

Hindu Religious Charitable Endowments Department
Represented by its Commissioner,Chennai and others Respondents

PLAN OF ACTION REPORT AND ENCLOSURES FILED BY THE 5th
RESPONDENT

Dated at Chennai this the 5th day of September 2025.

COUNSE I for 5th Respondent.

Sl.no Date Description Paqe
1 5.9.2025 Plan of Action Report filed by the 5'n Respondent 1-3
2 22.7.202L Photos of inspection by officials in 2O2t 4-5
3 22.7.2027 Report on the Inspection dated 22.7.202L 6
4 28.7.2025 Photos of inspection bv officials 7-Ll
5 29.7.2025 Report on Inspection on 28.7.2025 tu:I$ -

th - h5-6 August
2025

Report of the Tamil Nadu Water Resources
Department (Tamil Version)

7 August
2025

Report of the Tamil Nadu Water Resources
Department (Translated version Version)
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8 5.9.2025 Details of Temple Tank hb
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, SOUTHERN ZONE
CHENNAI

Original Application no: t87 of 2023 (SZ)

IN THE MATTER OF:

Tribunal on its own motion SUO MOTTU based
On the News Item in the Times of India, Chennai
Edition Newspaper dated 28.LL.2023, under
the caption "Fish in Mylapore Temple Tank
found dead, deepam oil blamed" and in The
Hindu Newspaper Dt: 28.LL.2023, under the
Caption "Thousand of dead fish removed
from Kapaleeswarar Temple's Tank in Chennai"

with

Hindu Religious Charitable Endowments Department
Represented by its Commissioner,Chennai and others. Respondents
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I, p.K.Kavenitha, wife of Krishnakumari Hindu aged 45 years, working as,

Joint Commissione[ Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,

presently working as the Joint Commissioner/Executive

ArulmighuKapaleeswararThirukoil, Mylapore, Chennai 600 O04, d

solemnly affirm and sincerely state as follows:

1. I state that ArulmighuKapaleeswararThirukoil, Mylapore, is a listed temple

. under Section 46 (iii) iof the Tamil Nadu Hindu Reli,gious and Charitable

Endowments Act, 1959, administered by the Trustees along with the Executive

Officer. I state that there was a report in the daily newspapers on 28.LL.2023

that "Fish in Mylapore Temple Tank found dead, deepam oil blamed" which has

been taken up Suo Mottu by this Hon'ble Tribunal.

2. This Hon'ble Court by order dated 4.7.2025 directed this respondent to

device appropriate measures to prevent waste from entering the temple tank,

including deploying additional staff or involving volunteers, especially during-

festival days and to give a plan of action to the Hon'ble Tribunal.

3. This respondent had held meetings with the Engineering wing of the

HR&CE Department to fix fiber glasses around the temple tank in er to

Joint Commiesioner I Erecutive 0fficu
Arulmigu Kaprleeswrnr Templo'

Itlylapore, Chonnrh600 00{.

t
id



a
J-

t

waste entering the temple tank. The Assistant Engineer attached to the temple

had furnished his report to the same by stating that installation of fiber glasses

may not be suitable and has more disadvantages as follows:

will retain the heat and generate heat around the fence;

would become brittle;

prolonged intense sunlight; -

frosting resulting in frosted appearance.

by reducing the gaps in the wire link so as to make sure that the waste

does not pass through the fence.

The temple administration has called for tender for providing fencing on the

eastern side of the temple tank in the District Tender Bulletin dated 2t.8.2025

which is to be opened on 10.9.2025 and the work is to be completed within two

months. Since the eastern side is prone for the public to throw waste and also

the plastic covers and bottles fall in the temple tank through the eastern side-

due to winds, the temple administration has initiated steps to fence the eastern

side of the temple.-The western side is always manned by a watch man near the

'Kaariya Mandapam' and the northern side is completely closed by the shops

owned by Greater Chennai Corporation. The southern side is also protected,

however after installing the fence on the eastern side and assessing the situatiori

and if still it is found that the waste is still entering the temple tank, the temple

administration will take such necessary steps to prevent the same.

4. Apart from the above m'easures, the temple administration has installed

flex sheets on the fence of the temple tank warning those who throw waste in

the temple tank that throwing of waste would attract penalty under Section 7 of

the Tamil Nadu Temple Entry Authorisation Act, L947 and Rule 5 (iii) of the Rules

under the Tamil N'adu Temple Entry Authorisation Act, t947. Apart from the

same this respondent has also made representation to the Commissioner,

top
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Greater Chennai Corporation to install boards around the temple revent
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throwing waste in the tank and also depute conservancy staff to clean the street

and roads around the temple tank.

5, This respondent has taken measures to employ contract workerf

specifically to be present in near the temple tank fence and prevent the public

from throwing waste in the tank and around the temple tank and if found any

one doing so to inform the office to initiate action against the said persons under

the Tamil Nadu Temple Entry Authorisation Act, L947 and the Rules made

thereunder.

6. This respondent states that the Hon'ble Minister for Hindu Religious and

Charitable Endowments Department, the Secretary, Tourism, Culture and

Religious Endowments Department, the Additional Commissioneq HR&CE

Department, the Executive Engineer; Greater Chennai Corporation and the

Executive Engineer of the Water Resources Department had conducted arr

inspbction of the temple tank on 29.7.2025 due to the sudden depletion of wtrter

in the temple tankand also discussed about the issues of preventing waste being

thrown in the temple tank and also about the issue of draining of water in the

temple tank and carried on soil test to prevent draining of water.

7. The Tamil Nadu Water Resources Department has furnished a detailed

report for increasing the water percolation as well as restoration of the temple

tank which is annexed hereunder. The temple administration had been taking

steps to implement the suggestions made in the report and in the meanwhile,

the city had received rains which has not brought water in the temple tank and

therefore the work of implementing the suggestions in the report of the Tamil-

Nadu Water Resources Department could not be carried out immediately.

In the above circumstances, it is humbly prayed that the above plan of

action report may be taken on file and this Hon'ble Tribunal may pass such

further or other orders as this Hon'ble Tribunal may dee fit and necessary and

thus render justice.

Solemnly affirmed at Chennai x

this the 5thday of September 2025 *
and signed her name in my *
presence. *

Joint Commiesionc?, Erecutive Otlicer

Arulmigu Kapaleeswanr Temp le,

G, AJ

Mvlaoore.
Befor6 Me

Chennai.000
n

ADVO.9AI_E (En.No, M.S.331 1 d024)
No,25, Law Ghambers,
High Court Buitding,

Madras High Court, Chennai - SOO tO4
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ARULMIGU KAPALEESWARAR TEMPLE, MYI-APORE, CHENNAI-4.

Thirukulam Report - 2O2I

1. On 22.07.2021, the Honorable Minister of Hindu Religious and Charitable

Endowments inspected.

2. Soil samples were taken at a depth of about 25 to 30 feet (up to the bedrock)

at five additional locations, three on the surface of the Thirukkulam and two on

the inside, by Ayyan Associates, an accredited soil testing research company of
Anna University. The collected soil samples were sent to the Division of Sail

Mechanics and Foundation Engineering, Anna university, for analysis on

23.07.202r.

3. On 02.08.2021, a team led by Professor Dr. K. Premalatha of the Department

of Anna University conducted an inspection.

4. After that, due to the monsoon rains, the Thirukulam was full and had not

been in a dry state for the past four years.
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ARULMIGU KAPALEESWARAR TEMPLE, MYLAPORE, CHENNAI.4.

THIRUKULAM REPORT . 2025

1. On 28.07.2025, the Minister of Hindu Religious and Endowments, in a review
meeting, instructed the Joint Commissioner/Operations Officer of the temple and
the Zonal Executive Engineer to conduct a joint inspection as the Thirukulam of
the Mylapore Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Temple is in a dry state,

2 On 29.07.2025, the Honorable Minister of Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments, Member of the Legislative Assembly, Mylapore, Tourism, culture
and Hindu Religious and Endowments, Additional Cnief Secretary to the
Government, Tamil Nadu Drinking water Board Managing Director, Hindu
Religious and Endowments, Additional Commissioner (Administration), Hindu
Religious and Endowments, chief Engineer, Temples, Joint
Commissioner/Operations Officer, Water Resources Department, Greater
chennai corporation, Greater chennai water supply and sewerage Board
officials and higher government offices conducted a review of the measures to
be taken to fill the Thirukulam with water. Also to keep the Thirukulam clean and
hygienic the survey was conducted.

3 As per the advice of the Minister of Hindu Religious Endowments, on
20.07'2025 this afternoon, the Water Resources Department officials have taken
soil samples at a depth of one foot from seven places to test the soil of
Thirukulam.

4. As per the advice of the Executive Engineer of the Water Resources
Department, the Joint Commissioner rrf the Temple (Acting Officer), the Water
Resources Department Officer, Chennai Zone 2 Executive Engineer and the
Chennai Metro Rail Manager and officers conducted a survey at Luz Church
Junction to see if the groundwater level was decreasing in the area due to the
Metro Rail work.

5. As per the advice of the Water Resources Department, a soil sample was
taken for Shallow Depth Test on 3O.O7.ZO2S.
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6. The following tests are also to be performed:

1. Grain size analysis Test.

2. Field probability Test

7. The following measures are being taken to ensure that the public does not

throw garbage in the temple pond.

1. Steps are being taken to establish a mesh system around the Thirukulam.

2. Two guards have been appointed by the temple and the public is being

advised not to throw garbage in the thirukulam.

3, A notice board has been placed around the Thirukulam to prevent the public

from polluting it.
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€ogurb, g55lCU6@dr65ldn en-qLolu$$lor: a'ront 50 (ppdD 70 €r1+ ordDtr

7

o

.2rupda:fi 6r gtdDdr6sarrgryocir srauo6orllur_@drmg.
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a

O

5lC96gon5fl alr erratour-$fl ar .grmrro&atur--@dron glooon6 6larrgtooir

$llgeGanugloSlcfir a$guriunmp to$!ryrb p$pomrrl uqg$lacflcir 4

gclm66larrgtadr .gro'rrorurl Gluggudrmg. gSldD €rollCO Dbpordtr

q duGlorofl u$l ar .gr anrourl 6tufi gdrm gt anm6 6l anr g ro L @tb atronf sO o exlq 4bgtb

Gonaforupno crflur0ur_@drmg. :lrbpglcnm66)anrgtadr aLonf 1oo €rl$ qtgtb

e-drmgl oror er4flur1u@6laog,l.

Sbg g cnmt6lcrr gto aflor 3 roI_ @ Glo 6le u.r ounl- r-qo) e-6il6ng1.

Efom5$arr4puflcn, rocforpcnanro o$gurb q5rynrfu&fl6 Gonr-_u €rglororfadr

2s.a7zo2s ercn€ge 8CU6gon55l6tu Ef €prfrr6lqdrm uqg$lacir $ri,raa:no rflpo

uqg$loofldr o(g $,r-Broofldr roctorron$lflaamn Gcofhll{6, qggnrllooflor (UDS-

Undisturbed Sampling Tubes) CPa>rb €eofl$g;, pryoarfiu9lan E-drm qbdrorlB

8

Chennai, Tamil Nadu, lndia
21. tl l.1aJ., lll. '/,rrJ.,JlJ ri,(r!' Color,'/ &!!lrtiorc
(.hi!rnJ, lilr,!l llndu 6o()04J4, lndr,r
L rl 13 a t.t)!,:1 1 d'rq 6O :64363'
rllt)/12\)/it ll:1rl /i1,1 r;Nll rL]li:J0

HoEx4c.-.

ll

m-LSS|EO orsl6gr& Gleorgrl euilot6@ e-Lu@$$larf .
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Gaa fhl qrb 1gg nft oefl or gr o:rb ro ator ron$l fl a cron G r oflSp or

alcDpg 6lpnuf$Er,3o.o7.2o25 eralrgr a'ronf z r8r--ui'-?bgrb ordDtr ou$$lg6l

roctor elro$cflugldr g;lor)rb glmonufll-_$t $.|CUeCO6n65lor erraror_I_$$lan tlgdrm

ud>Gorgry .er@elgodfldr roatoron$lfladr €eafl&aOul_@) E-flu.r uflGengoran

Gro f, 6l an dr corn rb 6) u n qgr_ $) el,ir tt & m- L-$fl E CO or s) S glt & 6l e drr or:rl u L r- gt.

9

ol5p51(D6l roair sq}dfluflan goo>rb rocin ron$lfloalon Geofl$po>



25
7.o q6fl Or-m$o ( G e o p h ys i c a I ) Q,rfuot lo$gryrb fl odhu6 ofloryrfiradr

€onuflor ormno$mg (p(gmtourl6 e-drmu6qgrb otclaufldu,

Cpf$Clp6l6o[rur_r- 6ulhrooflor qcfilGlum$a (Geophysical Resistivity Surveys)

e,rllopdr Go$Glondrmtuluanr. ergdrur-q, Gonufld> flailuqg$lufldr e-drm grdtuO

.ql-rirraofldr Vertical Electrical Soundings (VES)grcnpoufld> SSR-MP-ATS Resistivity

mete r - a;u uudru6l6Sl qb fi q €ro$6)ondronri ur-I_g

qcfilGlum$o ( G eo p h ysi ca I Res istivity S u rvey) QSri.roladr

6,$p VES qrrldfldr glo)rb aaforr-gflrurllur--u utTdDp €rmrrorlqodr ro$grb spdtr

uaftrqodr tGg ggtur_@drmor

ur6qD €rolD8q ( Litho lo gy)

€odrocftr (Topsoil)

roarrfiooflroctor (Clayey sand)

rocrrarer@6qgodr (Sa n d I ayer)

flcnpotDnourdrrlD (Weathered rock)

r5lmolfi4gundDlo (Fractu red rock)

ffp dlot 6lon aftrl 6t+ dtr uII dt4D

(Jointed rock)

eurb (Depth)

r-zr8Lr--f

s -s 6LLf

o-rar8Luf

1e -z2r8I-.uf

22-3O rBluf

so ELr-f

qbg66lgDco tGg

Slrala

rcck

r@k

r4k

10



6V?rc
./ qaflGluon$a ggo.rlooflor uqgrlunrilol grorrb,20 r8luf (pg,o zs 6r--r-d'4bgp$lot)

SlcogrgDlD urTdDlD ro$Drb Cpdlot6lorairu olqdtruffm)lDodT ananrfru@Sclrgoor.

(g61DID6p rficfrorflf r:q (low electrical resistivity)ro$'lrlqmdr,unoogsu9ldu Sarrcrrrlq

Gon@adr rDDg;rb tpdlopdr $,qgrluarE, 15flBadrpncn, 6.pcn otnu-9lo>ne,

$lar$p r+F f .gt$p un cnpmofl o emfi pno 6l anr--6or1 G)uggannrb.

g,Dp ug$luflor ancnnlu@rb Charnockite unmrppadr, gopororro e*O(Dora)

(primary permeability) |DEu|b oatui garonadr (primary porosity)

goonganorunqgrb. oranrGot, florSpr+Ef erdrq E*rpotlalo ro$g1rb Cpdlot

6le,ncrinu ur6)!D uq$laaflGo€ru 6traftrunrb 6ltt- eo.@qgora: (secondary

porosity) onnfla>no ror-@€ro onanrrlu@6trpgl.

./ SSp u1g$11-9ldr Slp$p$arlr!ryGdr (Open wells) ro$CIlb glorD6n 6larrglodr

(Borewells) q,$luronr 6lo:5pq Earrf or@&a q$ptonan etoroiqamno

.Srmo$gdronor

a. o Efpnrfrrfloorfldr (Aquifer) erototq

Gonuflo uCOS|6CO p-Lu|j_L- 6lanrb,Dcog$d' €er6l0q ll)lDCI|lb 6larSpr+ FflCIr

Gcr6l0q6 g 6r bp or orrouSl or, F fl u:dl 8r oororll ou6 Glanain @.it*gl.

,/ sgir gt+l.D6rrdn roanrdt lDID[Dlb aofhoair er@6q9odr erL-rfu6luJ

ercno0qoononqtb, oltgltoJreitr cfGanncvroL (CharnOCkite) urdDp

er@66a ormqrb 6lo n afrr @.irm$, mronf rS rE L ufr Qbgrbor mrg o cnt d>, oofho eir

lolDgltb toarra:-oofloain oorrllqsdrfi 5 e-dr6fror

LT
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gppCOt:l 6lpg E-dron ot+drrrDrrdn efGarnaloL unonpDadr glpclro)lolulrdtt

qcr @qgoror uafurqomm (primary porosity and permeability) Sobalngmorurrs

6,CO6png2rrb, un anrgnufl or 6l orp olSp u n an4g (Weath e red rock ) rofi olrb r-9lono$p

u6reD (Fractured rock) er@&,qgadr, r9lono'r1tbp tologrib $moortq€on@adr

(gDaxDns ercftrunrb 6lcr* eo. @qgoror: (seco n d a ry pe rmea b i I ity) qSu@6lp$.

./ €lbpuqg$luflar ancrr0u@rb Efpnrtu6ladflcft (Aquifer) stmroiqodr,

GrofiugfrfldDlo-2o r6uufi ordDtr qbgtDlDD ol_@r:ru@$5rluunp (unconfined

aq uifer) $fpnrhr6loonno anarrtu@6lorpor.

9.O Bil $aofilool €enpco6; (Aq u ifer pe rforma n ce / P u m pi n g Test)

aune$efu orf f Gonugl a> orcnna$$l otr GoS 6la ndrmrlr uL r- 6l ou$ gr+Ef $anpoot

Gcnganan goorrb, Efpnrhr6luflour EfhuO uatorqodr (Hydraulic properties) uDdl

tlgonglb gl66lu.lonan gaora:adr 6'1u49[tut_uanr'

fl^>Sprrrfif Soloarror GenP ancn

L2
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e.1 Sf eu$$S$l4potu (Hydraulic Conductivity)

uflGcnpooarlr9lo: e.-tirm urdDp ro$glrb oanrdu er@6qgodfldr ee.@qgol6 6o.9l

roSltq aonf O.2mlday (glpor O.Sm/day aran oarffrboouL@drungt, Sgrr pa:o> $f

ee.@qgon: $lpeo:cn6 anr--@6l4og.

e. 2 Sforcn uflonsnp$ Slnoctr (Tra nsm iss ivity)

$fgEndrr8ugar gr--@6lron$p ufhon$pp$$lpcn (Transmissivity) alonf gqg

Drr(g6(g rz r8luf gnga) zo 6I_uf'(12 metre/day to 20 metre/day) q1o roflt8@

6lni.ru:rlul@drmgt, $,gil flar$glq$f gr--r-rb $,u-rd:una pcnL-Glup& an-ulrug;ra

e-tirmcrrp& 19fl66l9og.

e.3 Sf 6agt':tq (Well Yield)

gl(D grdrrdT tlarrflcn Sroflr:rq $lnoor 6lr6h-5518(g 15o oSlr.r-f (150 lpm) 6lglrb

elrmoflti> g(D Dnandr66 zz,ooooSllL-f oror oaforr-gfilu-rOul--l_grl. Gogrb gJdtot@l

gt 6)dr Scrr pooflgyrb Gef ggl 6lron gprb gp or $ gr 6)6n 6l crr gua ofl g)Jlb 2,16,0 o ooSl Luf

exdro{ paftrarlFaDg or@&o (pr+rq6. GLogtrb, uflbgldDr&orjrur-_L- 6r--rbrooflau

.grcylo6or:ru@rb h@ilpO 3 gtdDff GlanrgUoofloSl(Dbgt, pnGlonnalrg6CO 2,8O,Ooo

oSl1_ud'ermof'loonor Eary un$hiq og1r6lan6;t or@64 (plqtqrb. Gqryinflar e-tiron lolDgurb

ufl6$m,f6o0ur--u gtcnDdr Sarrguooflosl(Dpgr, 6}on$ptono $lorgorb 4,96,000 oSlr_r-f

(496 KLD) ermaflannar 6orr or@)5gr e-u€uln6l5gl6 G)andrcrounrb. SgJ Ganu9lo:

ormnogflE15efr €pnr-_u urntofllrq roDgrtrb GlpCIurb1gdr$$lo: 6f GeoflOq

uu.rorunI--I-q$15 E-go{tb.

13
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Borehole localion map of Arulmlgu Kapaleoewarar temple' Mylapore

5l CU 6 CE on 651 dr gl on on6l anr gu a of lclr dl orr rir o dr

ro. o qoflQ.nr$o E6r €Oof'ld Clp+opdt

Sla:of1uo (Geological), qcfilGlum$a (Geophysical) roSpurb 6lotppr+ Efluar

q5r1opoflalr .sLgrlluoouu9ldr, rouglonrlgf aunsa,or[if €onu9loSlclr

Gtprlu6(gmg$lfianor $fiGgdDordDru gfiS$l 6ledlu, SlpDg6lorofl Glanrgu roDCIlrb

glaom6crr$ el$u: 6'lo6pr+ Ff or@leCOrb eraoroOqsdT G)unqD$gtDrdtrdDorturro

e*r*rmcn. GroSgflr:rfll@drm Og:qadr l.oE$lb EflurAu Slanooanro srqr]rucnuuglo:

flcnorlgrb (p utoladi rolDCIrb uflpgl mradr orgrir ar3 u@6l dr4par :

. SlcD6caofrsSldn GoDto qIDb,€1fi.€o ourb d;nanou619 er196lor .sranosgdrm

gt otnoil A crr6dl a: €roS 6tonefrm0 uuu urbrflrfu Ge np mor ugalr etlqO u crt-u9l or,

€|pdn Eraflfrq (Yield) 6l|6lusSlla<o 15o osll-r-f qb6 e-drongna

oafiru4filtuOur_@drm5l.

t ernd
a EBw(En fi€bo..trd)
. PBw(M.dbdavcr)

t4
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o

O

1. roafuroorryn&o1

roainanflor 6)pA$oE

panano

Ff e*5ttogrb angdnff

oofhoafor gtadradr roEgLlrb Loafugtaotraaflor

epofl6lpgop erdlu{tb Glunqgr-@

Gro$G)androff [,u@rb qbtirol.

roaforron$lflooonr oranoriu@3$glorgflona

Gro$Glandrorrl u@rb Qbtiro{.

ro afor ron$l fl o aflan Ef eoa O CUol rb a nrdnfl mru.r er gfl u-r

Gro$ Glandron0 u@rb Qlrllot.

5l cqeom$Sl dr a.$ gu orr_ L_551 a> e--dT 6fr q (g gl dD6n 6l anrglo oflor, gS€ unfl o>

EpdnCIr rol.-@Gro 6)uu:aru@8alrp9or. Grogurb Cpdtrpu q6lu.r glnD6n Sarrglmdr

ermrrorlup$Cgflu: $urhrendr qofrluflu.ra: Q5ritoladr (p6Drb oafurr-pflullur_@drmar.

GrofiaairL- Ffoflrllq ro5trl8r_r+ayrur+, 6)ron$prb o gtanm6lmrgtadr (a Blgurflot>

o drmmror rDpD!ryrb s ufl$grantr&,arluu-r-orDolr) g19pn(96l69 a,oo,ooo oSll-_uf

(496 KLD) eronofrlonor Ecnr, pn6)onntng6g e rDddl Cpr Er 6mp$9tir

erlq0udDt-u9lo 6u4p 6u.rgurb. €,6O 496 KLD Sf Guflu 5)CU6Cqon55l6sr

Glenndronmoflo flg stonotnlgtb, $'lcr$Ggngrfrb 6 EJm6n 6ilarrgaoflalr

uruanun@ (pa>rb Fr elofrhunpo ro$gryrb $loupprq Ef' eon6)CUotpor gro:tb

orEu@rb 6g1ri qooon croan6lerfu rqrb.

11. o roalrgoroto €,Ool&6o-u ufl6enSoorodr

Slcu6comps'loSlcu6gi Gd=afl6ar]ul:-r_ nairron$lflodr gql.Ddnnusl6D E--eiirm

rocforpororro ro$CIrb q5gnrir*61 Garr-_u qSrirom$$lo: t$6aciru ontrarflaorm

erSlqlb6)unlgL@ ufl€cnparorodr Gro$6londron0ulr-gl.

2

3

15
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Grofigpfl|trfl 1- @Arm ufl€enpmrcnaoflor ugriunrlLol (p4ol6dr rflE€ef$ara

Smarrriq 1-a: orgriror} uL@tft mg.

roafurufl €erE, orDortl qbdrq CP ourb .Sr4fl rurl ur_r- oflolf rhr odr rfl alr or(Dro rCIl

* 5lCU6tOm55ldn Groarer@66lti> 10 61e.6 pr-qoditr eronofrlsqg oratoruor

or @o cornldr m-lqtu F f em @lcUol rb pacr mou-l 6ol-lu o ein gt orto$gldrmg.

i. g,eAror@66lmorg 6lpnuf$g egncfluno zs 6]1c.6 graroain ermofl$qg oofllDaftr

anarr0u@6lnogr. 6,Boafloafirdrfidr Bfeo.5tto{rb anrcrfl 1x10-7 to 1x10-8

6le.r8/6lpnr+(cm/s) .2'o e-dr6ngt 6rour oairr-4flu:riul@dronO. $,bp oofloatur

.gr$) 6qg, Eri' eo. 6l qgqrb por coou$lD rocfor .9r@6anqgrb.

* 6dror@66lcoar 6)pnr-fgE,l (5'lCUe19on5868r crL$ LoLLSSld'r tGg a,ronf 70

6c.rE gpiJ[ 2oo 6c1$ A$b onnU) SrDp 1garrd> (Poorly graded sand) et@|6O

actuu4fl'lurtul-_@drmgl. Setuo6)66ldr Eri em5ttolrb ansdrn 1x10-3 to Ix10a

OrrE/6rBn4 ( cm /s ) q5a e-drm gir' Srboctr ar@6godr 6fr s@gqrb potroto

rdrcr oclr er@6gocrnot onmrlu@6lpg.

* (}$5 er@6r6loar$ 6lpnud$$ eraro$gtdron .rr@$r(O6(Db Eerrr Ger6l6a

ort*>m roator er@6ano Boboonp angdnr$Slcnno SlCUBCOmSSldr

6)ulgrbuno:ncruqg$loef la:orpgain@ananrriu@l8gggl.

a FrnO roeturuu$arro diodlutdrm #lor u1g$looflo Sansrol-l_rb 5lcud)co6[r55'l6ur

DEID uqg$lamm efiL-olrb pngpgt onanrt u@orpno grotofl--riroofla: aofhoafor

ur4o1a(onuor 6o-l-$ru Gcgrb ea$lqrono Sgirlupno BrarCg Ef Gprfu6l

Sqq0u arp arTdsr gorr16lp$.
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* €o;igflur5l|_L- aon q5d.rofi"lor6)unqgg rocftr ron$lflaenm €rafl&a ma$flqDd6|

roabr cra$ofilu9lor glo)rb gcnmugl@rbGlunqgg floipq 6f olautb

flAOegqbdof sr+roLt-65b G@bEl o.e iELr--S'o.g iELL-il (z stt+ (glpd 3

c1+ oror) 4gpiflA odhudtrt'luLug. gDD flo$pq $[ ol-urb cDdtqdral

ugJflocffi floipq Dfi tol-u crcropdr {}ptlt8 or@6lpgl oducqpi

r-orfig8pgr.

r,. dCUetOdrSSl6tT sil+ol_u55l68r GoEur0rslob p-drm aofluatui sr6|6CO 6la6

(gdDlD6)rror 5l+|0661 2c'-25 Gllc.r8 oL@Go e-drmpnglrb Gluqg|bunonor

uqg$'lacfla: s,6aofhoair er@6qgl-an orairuo ae@ aor6$ e-efronpngl6,

Efl-rr r5}+Bgr cnorggt Glondr@rnrb $lgaarran Setuor@6(96dr 69$9]drmor.

oranr(gor, 6dor@6,6[|oorndr Sflanor €cofl5g6 Glondron 6u-rarofrlduarror.

* SlcD&co*s6ldr s|l+roLu55|dlcu6 g] 07 r8|:uf t$ otaor lomrdu unrtuonanr

er$l6O .sro,ro$grtdrm$. Sctuor@eqSooflorr Ff or-$grb Slptnor

GtufigudrmSndo, $lar$s|+ sf o|.l-rb Earr Ge6l6o 6ruong.

g56CUe(g6n65'166r rodr ufl€enpmorugldr (pr+opoflc8r srr+rlumuuflor roctur

.er@6qgoofl* Etr e*6l(Doron6 q$u@b Br g9o'916fir aornr6t@ (Percolation loss

per day )

too 6le.r8.r6lDnq

ro'' Gle.iB.z6lpnr+

ro'6lclB.rGlpnr+

glSarntb

6falruntb

glorgontb

6on$ptb

ro 6le.rB.

zo 6tc.iB.

rzo 6le.iB.

z iECr-[+Urb

17
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6l1616gE;r15 <erdDtDbE roaftr er@6qgaofld: q$uu6oo-lqru Ef e*5tto1rb angdrfl

keq
HI+H2

- HI. H2
il*6

k"q.rinul"rrt 1x 10-66c.r5.zGlDnq

90% Dtbus$por mro glqrlluanr-ufla;

glCD pnoflar qDuu6h.r+ru Ef Sgtq =16,363 oSlLLj

c[nefluno gCU pnofld) looo oSliuf ordtrtD on6lp$$l", Ef 6glnq ergrlro$l6oiu@rb

ul--cg$ldl pfiGungr $lrrlurlul- €oratorqu-r oofloafrr sr@619 g;ro.tD66r sonafldr

aarrBt@

glpottib ro€6lc.dB.i6lDnr+

gfdfrurrb 2oo Gle.lB. ro3Gle.6.z6lDnr+

€g;arrollu@rb acfhoair er@66lalr gqrodr €tonro1, X = 45 6)r.15.

rz o $lg@6n66e Bilopctrr-ODoncr cn$$hum-E[5dr

* Gonuflo$lor 5'lCO6COon orcnno$$lanan# a.$dl Gluqg6lafrlr_r- D6f0qD

gruf$$'lnflor antranrtora Su.tl6r6l o4glb E-arrooritadr, oanusdr, prfu(5tb

ofrl@$ladr Gunangp orcrfla flpryororrirrodr rofigurb Cgr+u5lCUrlqocflor 61^:5pq

Fflor 5lofrq pndr€gngurir er5'laflsgrt o{Dorgnoi: er$'IEroIIE 6la>5pr+ Sf

e-flq[c.rb $logof gf' angdrff urro srmo$gldrmg.

* 156n$5'l6r Gro;iugOfldr .gramobgrdrtr oofloafor a@e6lan g4todr €r6nol

x

ctrnefluno 2a - 25 6'lc,r8 (cm) oL@Gro e-drmgt. S6oofloafor er@Alguan

L8
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orcforudr -r@l aarp$ e-tfrmpngtrb, Sfloar rflqOsr arorg$ 6)ondr(omlb

6lp*r*, 6,oror@6(g6dr 6,gggefraror, orcnGot, 6dror@66lanno: Efl-or

€uofl$Sr& Glondron Suorrafl or ooor>'

* psGlunqggl poouG)uDgt or(Drb, Glecnanran 6l[or--€rn rLqldD Jflr_L-6{ilor, ouoit>

(Luz) 6fugla> $looaru.r a.ryr$rariunorp a|.@rorar uarflBana etg(go

Gpnctur ur1 u L @drm gt, 6B,gil .srqgdrr6l qg ounosa'orf Ganu5l osloSl CqpO a'ronf 35o

iB orcrtr e--drorgl. 6}bE; q9pCO$manand a,Ddl roair trflq roD!ryrb flooSgr+ Sf

gdr@(DordDd p6l6cob 6lunqgl.@ 32 rELufr qbglb G)anaturL- aSanarg

Slanr*tmo (diaphragm wall) pmrsolu6SloSlCU$g a'ronf zz rBiuf eb9'b

ordDtr gtarr1g6'orlur-@drong|. $,6,o$an6lDf SldDf&lFcnar (diaphragm wall)

5L$6r Ounc4gu5lgtdr s rBluf .?bgb otanguglg[rb .grmrro6arlul@dtmpnor

6Ep qrgcEst c.ggrrouqqsl,tfluslqgibgr 6lo,t5pr+ Dn w$l(Dototpflancn

o.rnrfuriqatir (gdDlD6r oror .or4flruriuI-.ugl. Sggldlp$,Gleofirmcn 6)ror._€rn nfl6\)

oSlr6;lGtul fl!ryortr er$lonflm(gL-dir aa:$gtcotru-rnuoslor6lunqgg Gpofltt

6lerLu-llur--r--Et. oror€or 6llecnoncn 6)rol€trn flflor) $lLr-$$lor, olcfu (Luz)

grJrql$ flonaru-r ditrrhra0unmp alj-@]Drdtr ucrfiu-glann& 955'l(D6qgen$$ldr

S f ro L urb (g 6)!D olps a n or orn rfu O q a ciir (ql mp ol'

€. o $lqq6Om55lm Sil€p66rb $lpearo e-g$l6ertlpo

$l qg6,€onu9l osl dr D og$i' ory$$ a'qgrirr ora orgfl odr ( I n I et ) roD Dl rb on duornfi odr

pr5g pau--uglanfl Ef au3bgrb Slpto-r 6ruladlCUSgr@)o: P-g;$l 6lerirpdr Ef
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ANNEXURE

SOIL MECHANICS AND RESEARCH DIVISION,WRD,

THARAMANI, CHENNAI. 600 113 ffi
TNWRD
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SCALE -- Not to scale

IMPROVEMENT WORKS TO MYLAPORE

ARULMIGU KAPALEESWARAR TEMPLE TANK
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SUMMARY OF THESIS

Temple tanks not only serve the purpose of storing water but also serve as a

means of enriching the aquifer system. A fully-filled temple tank not only

provides a beautiful view but also has an impact on maintaining the surrounding

groundwater level. The tank of the Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Temple located in

Mylapore, Chennai is a traditional symbol of Chennai. Recently, the water in the

tank dried up, leaving the bottom of the tank exposed.

In this situation, the Hon'ble Minister of Hindu Religious and Endowments

conducted a field survey at the temple's Thirukkulam on 29.O7.2026. He

instructed the Water Resources Department officials to conduct appropriate tests

to identify the possible causes of the water depletion and the current dry spell of

the Thirukkulam and to improve the water storage capacity of the Thirukkulam.

Following this, on the instructions of the Chief Engineer, Water Resources

Department, Chennai Zone, the Soil Quality and Research Department and

Groundwater Department, Chennai, affiliated to the Water Resources

Department, collected soil samples from the temple's Thirukkulam and

conducted field and laboratory teits to determine the characteristics of the soil

layers and leakage factors, Further, the geological layers of the Thirukkulam

were identified and the water permeability tests of the deep wells were carried

out.

Based on the above laboratory analysis and engineering factors, this study

recommends appropriate remedial measures to be taken to improve the water

retention and storage capacity of the temple tank and ensure water conservation
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A report on the field and laboratory tests carried out on the
improvement and reconstruction of the water storage capacity of the
Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Thirukkulam located in Mylapore, chennai.

1.O Introduction:

Until a few months ago, the water level in the Thirukulam of the Arulmigu
Kapaleeswarar Temple in Mylapore, Chennai, was as low as 5 feet even during
the peak summer season. However, in the last few weeks, the pond has

suddenly dried uP, its bottom is visible, and water is stagnating in places,

making it muddy.

The nearby residence are saying that it is unfortunate that this year is the first
time that the pond has been dry and without water and further the nearby
residence have also stated that the operation of bore wells around the temple
and the metro rail tunnel works may have affected the groundwater level.

2.O Fiel-d inspection by the Hon'ble Minister of Hindu Religious
Endowments:

Following the incident of water depletion and drying up in this temple for the
past few weeks, on 29.O7.2025, the Hon'ble Minister of Hindu Religious and

Charitable Endowments, Mr. P. K, Sekar Babu and Mylapore Legislative

Assembly Member, Mr. T.Velu, conducted a field inspection. During this field

inspection, the commissioner of Hindu Religious and Endowments,
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the Chennai Zonal Chief Engineer of the Water Resources Department,

Government officials of the Water Resources Department, Chennai Drinking

Water Supply (CWS), Rainwater Drainage Board officials and Chennai Metro Rail

Corporation officials were present, During this inspection, the Hon'ble Minister

for Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments instructed the Water Resources

Department officials to conduct a soil test in the tank and submit a detailed

inspection report.

3.O Details of the Arulmighu Kapaleeswarar Temple Thirukulam:

The Length of the bottom of the pond L73.5 Meters

The width of the bottom of the pond 124 Meters

The Depth of the pond 6 meters (20 Feet)

Area of the bottom of the pond 2L54 square meters

Length of the Mandapa 22 meter

Width of the Mandapa 22 meter

Area of the Mandapa 484 square feet

Area of the Thirukoil Reservoir 21030 square feet
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4.0 Location and surface structure of Thirukkulam:

The study area is located within the administrative boundaries of Mylapore taluk
of Chennai district. Topographically, the area is inclined towards the east.

Geologically, the area is classified as Coastal Alluvium. A basic map illustrating
the location of the temple complex is shown in the figure below
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5.O Groundwater Level Detailsl

'/ The groundwater level in this area is found to be about 2 to 3 meters below

ground level during the rainy season, but it drops to 5 to 6 meters during the

summer season,

,/ The water level has dropped by 6-8 feet in the last 10 years.

,/ Its balance has been disrupted due to excessive groundwater extraction from

nearby wells,

6.O Field Study:

During the first field survey conducted on 29.O7.2025 at the side of the western

main gate of the Thirukulam, it can be seen that,

Drought outbreaks were observed in the western part of the Thirukkulam water

reservoir. Such drought outbreaks occur only in clay-like topsoil.

a
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a Water stagnated in the northern, southern, and eastern parts of the Neerazhi

Mandapa, creating a muddy appearance.

Also, a sandbank was seen in the northeast corner of Thirukkulam.

A sandy area was also found in the eastern part of the Neerazhi Mandapa. This
sandy area extended from the eastern edge of the Thirukkulam to a short
distance in the middle of the Neerazhi Manadapa.

A tunnel and silt barrier are located in the southwest corner of the Thirukkulam
to allow water to enter. This structure is in a state of disrepair in places and
needs to be renovated.

Furthermore, boreholes of approximately 50 to 70 feet deep have been
constructed at the bottom of this Thirukulam.

a

a

a

a
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a

Four Bore wells have been constructed in the temple's orbit and Nandavan areas.

Of these, the bore well located in the western Nandavan grassland is known to

be about 300 feet deep. The other bore wells are known to be about 100 feet

deep. \

Only 3 of these boreholes are operational.

On 29.O7.2025, officers of the Soil Quality and Research Division of the Water

Resources Department collected soil samples from seven locations in the areas

other than the waterlogged areas of Thirukkulam using collection tubes (UDS-

Undisturbed Sampling Tubes) and took them to the laboratory in Taramani for

analysis.
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Subsequently, on 30.07.2025, a hole was drilled to a depth of about 2 meters

using a hand-held soil excavator, and soil samples from various layers below the
bottom of the Thirukkulam were collected and taken to the/laboratory for
appropriate testing.
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7.O Geophysical Survey and Geological Details:

Accordingly, Geophysical Resistivity Surveys were carried out at selected

locations covering the entire temple complex. Accordingly, two places in the

temple area were surveyed using in the manner of Vertical Electrical Soundings

(VES) SSR-MP-ATS Resistivity meters,

The rock systems identified through this VES study and its properties are given

below:

LITHOLOGY DEPTH

Topsoil 1-2 meters

Clayey sand 3-5 meters

Sand layer 6-18 meters

Weathered rock L9-22 meters

Fractured rock 22-30 meters

Joint rock 30 meters

Below the depth



*
h

a

a

a

a Through analysis of geophysical data, eroded rock and fractured hard rocks are

found at depths of 20 to 25 meters.

Low electrical resistivity values indicate the presence of joints and fractures in
the rock, through which groundwater may be available as a source in those
rocks.

The Charnockite rocks found in this area are devoid of primary permeability
(primary porosity). Therefore, groundwater levels are only found through
secondary porosity in areas of fractured and fractured rock.

Open wells and bore wells are suitable systems for extracting groundwater in

this area.

8.O Aquifer Structure:

The land within the temple area has a hydrological structure suitable for
rainwater harvesting and groundwater storage.

It consists of thick sand and clay layers and strong Charnockite rock layers.

Sand, clay and sand-clay mixtures are present up to a depth of about 15 meters.

a

a
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a Although the hard Charnockite rocks below lack primary porosity

permeability, secondary permeability occurs through weathered rock

fractured rock layers, fractures, and joint lines.

and

and

a The aquifer systems found in this area are shallow, unconfined aquifers, up to

10-20 meters below the surface.

9.O Aquifer performance/Pumping Test:

The following important information was obtained about the hydraulic properties

of the reservoir through groundwater testing carried out in the Kapaleeshwarar

temple.
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9. 1 Hydraulic Conductivity:

The permeability of the rock and sand layers in the experiment was estimated to
be around o.2 m/day to 0.5 m/day, indicating good water permeability.

9.2 Transmissivity of water resources:

The overall transmissivity in the aquifer is estimated to be approximately 12

metres/day to 20 metres/day, indicating that groundwater flow is likely to occur
normally.

9.3 Well Yield:

The water supply capacity of a bore well was found to be 72,OOO litres per day at
a rate of 150 litres per minute (150 lpm). A total of 2, L6,O00 litres of water can

be drawn from the three bore wells together, taking the total capacity of the two
bore wells. Furthermore, 2,80,000 litres/day of water can be drawn from the
additional 3 bore wells to be constructed at the recommended locations without
any impact. A total of 4,96,000 litres (496 KLD) of water can be drawn and used
from the existing and recommended bore wells daily. This will help in the
maintenance of the gardens within the temple premises and the use of water for
the water harvesting in the theppakulam,
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1O.O Results of geophysical field study:

Based on the geological, geophysical and groundwater hydrological studies, open

well and borehole groundwater abstraction systems are suitable to meet the

water requirement of the Mylapore Kapaleeswarar Temple Theppakkulam. Based

on the above data and hydrological situation, the following conclusions and

recommendations are made:

Based on a pumping test carried out on a bore well located on the western

side of Thirukkulam, near R.K. Madam Road, it has been found that its
water yield is 150 litres per minute.

a
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a of the seven bore wells in the vicinity of Thirukkulam, only three are

currently operational. Geological surveys have identified suitable locations

for three new bore wells.

As per the above water supply estimate, a total of 6 bore wells (3 existing

and 3 proposed) can provide 4,96,000 litres (496 KLD) of water per day,

based on B hours of pumping per day. This 496 KLD of water is a small

amount compared to the capacity of the large Thirukkulam, and the daily

use of 6 bore wells will offset the losses due to evaporation and

g rou ndwater infi ltration.

a

11.O Soil Quality Laboratory Tests:

Soil samples collected from Thirukkulam were tested at the Soil Quality and

Research Division Laboratory in Taramani to determine the following factors:

1 Soil Test A study carried out

percentage of clay

particles.

to determine

particles and

the

silt

2 Soil flexibility A study carried out to classify soil samples.

3 Water permeability factor A study conducted to determine the water

permeability factor of soil samples.
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The analytical results of the above experiments are provided in Appendix 1

The details obtained from the soil testing study are as follows:

t The upper layer of the Thirukkulam consists of 10 cm thick, permeable

soil with alluvial siltstones.

* Following this layer is clay, which is found to be about 25 cm thick on

average. The permeability of this clay soil has been found to be 1x10-7 to

1x10-gcm/second (cm/s), This clay layer is an impermeable soil layer.

* Following this layer (from about 70 cm to 200 cm below the bottom of the

Thirukkulam) a layer of poorly graded sand has been found. The water

permeability factor of this layer is 1x10-3 to 1x10-a cm/second (cm/s),

These soil layers are considered to be permeable soil layers,

t Most parts of the Thirukkulam are dry because the layers following this

layer are not capable of retaining water.

* In some areas around the Neerazhi Mandapa, the ground level is lower

than the rest of the Thirukkulam, and as a result, there is mud and silt

with clay deposits, which is why water can be seen stagnated.
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n During the above field survey, when drilling with a hand-operated soil

auger to collect soil samples, the groundwater level was found to be
o.6 meters-o.9 meters (2 feet to 3 feet) below the bottom of the
Thirukkulam. This groundwater lever indicates that the
groundwater levels in the surrounding areas are declining.

* The clay layer on the surface of the bottom of the Thirukkulam is only 20-
25 cm thick and in most areas this clay layer is mixed with silt. Therefore,
these layers have lost their ability to retain water, and therefore, this
layer is unable to collect water.

+ There is a sandy layer 0.7 meters below the bottom of the Thirukkulam.
Since these layers have the ability to conduct water, the groundwater

level cannot store water.

Calculation of water loss due to water infiltration into the soil layers (percolation
loss per day) based on the results of soil testing of this well.

Soil Layer Thick Soil Permeability factor
Co-efficient of permeability, k

First 10cm 10-s cm/sec.

Second 20cm 10-7 cm/sec.

Third 170cm 10-a cm/sec

Total 2

Deep

meters
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The potential water permeability factor of a vertical sand bed

Coefficient of Permeability for Vertically Layered Soils

k"q= H1 +H2

HLIkL + H2lk2

kequivatent = 1 x 10-6 cm/s

Based on 90o/o reliability,

= 16,353 liters

the water loss that may occur in one day.

In case a standard water loss of 1,000 liters per day is permissible, the

thickness of the clay liner to be filled must be calculated.

Soil Layer Thick Soil Permeability factor
Co-efficient of permeability, k

First X 10-s cm/sec

Second 200cm 10-3cm/sec

The thickness of the clay layer required, x=45cm

12.O Possible causes of water shortage in Thirukkulam:

* Due to the increasing urban density around the temple's Thirukkulam, the

consumption of groundwater by commercial establishments such as

restaurants, shops, hostels and residences is increasing day by day,

leading to excessive groundwater extraction.

* The thickness of the clay layer on the surface of the pond is only 20-25

cm on average. With this clay layer due to the presence of silt, these

layers have lost their ability to retain water. Therefore, these layers are

unable to store water.
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* The tunnel has been dug for the ongoing construction of the (Luz) railway

station tunnel of the Chennai Metro Rail Project, It is about 350 m from
the Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Temple. A 32-meter-deep diaphragm wall

has been constructed around this tunnel to a depth of about 27 meters

from the ground level to prevent landslides and groundwater infiltration.
Since this diaphragm wall is built into the hard rock up to a depth of 5

meters, it was found that there is little chance of groundwater infiltration
from the vicinity of this tunnel. This was clarified during discussions with
the officials of Chennai Metro Rail Limited. Therefore, there is little chance

of the water level of this tunnel decreasing due to the construction of the
Luz railway station tunnel of the Chennai Metro Rail project.

13.O Ensuring the water storage capacity of the Thirukkulam:

Ensuring that the temple's rainwater inlets and canals have the ability to carry
water without obstruction is a very important task for water conservation,
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In the process of storing water in temple tanks, it is essential that renovation

works be carried out in a manner that naturally enriches the groundwater

through the tank.

The water stored in the sacred Kapaleeswarar temple pond located in the city

plays an important role in acting as a barrier to prevent the groundwater level in

the surrounding areas from decreasing significantly.

Since the soil layers beneath the temple base are sandy layers, they are prone

to water leakage, This water permeability ensures that the water stored in the

temple pond remains intact and the fish species in the ponds are also beneficial.

Therefore, placing stones on the bottom of the tank, filling it with thick layers of

clay, or laying a bas-relief membrane are not the right solutions.

Therefore, using a mixture of clay and a little sand can improve soil drainage

and aeration, promote the growth of microorganisms in the soil, and ensure the

biodiversity of the pond.
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Considering the above reasons, the following measures are recommended to
improve the water storage capacity of the Thirukkulam:

* A layer of soil 45 cm thick from the existing level at the bottom of the
sacred pond should be excavated and disposed of,

'i' Clayey sand mixed with sand from lakes near Chennai should be

subjected to appropriate laboratory testing and then filled in the
Thirukkulam layer by layer as per the procedure mentioned in the

standard construction method guidelines to a thickness of 45 cm.

* Of the seven bore wells in the vicinity of Thirukkulam, only three are

currently operational. Three more bore wells have been identified through
geological surveys. As per the above water supply assessment, a total of
6 bore wells (3 existing and 3 proposed) can provide 4,96,000 litres (496
KLD) of water per day, based on 8 hours of pumping per day. This 496

KLD of water is a small amount compared to the capacity of the larger
Thirukkulam. The use of 6 bore wells daily will offset the losses due to
evaporation and groundwater infiltration.
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.i. An aerator system should be installed in the pond to maintain the

dissolved oxygen level, which is an indicator of the quality of the stored

water.

* Percolation pits should be constructed at the base of the pond to ensure

natural water infiltration, as the soil is filled with a mixture of clay and

sand.

* For the purpose of collecting rainwater, the water flowing from the temple

roofs and surrounding streets can be properly cleaned through a filter

medium and collected in the pond, thereby maintaining the water level in

the pond. Furthermore, continuous monitoring using digital measuring

instruments can be beneficial to continuously monitor the groundwater

level.
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Aru lm ig hu Ka pa leeswa ra rTh i ru koi I

Mylapore, Chennai - 600 OO4.

Details about the Temple Tank

Total Extent of the Temple Tank 30427.84 Sq.mts = 7.52 acres

Inner measurement of the Tank 27270.88 Sq.mts = 6.74 acres

Number of steps in tank 36

Depth of tank from ground level 7,2 meter - 36 steps

When tank is with full water capacity 5.10 meter - 26 steps

Approximate water capacity 1,39,081 Cubic litres = 13,90,81,488

litres
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN
TRIBUNAL, SOUTHERN ZONE

CHENNAI

O.A.no: 1,87 ol2023 (SZ)

IN THE MATTER OF:

Tribunal on its own motion SUO MOTTU based
On the News Item in the Times of India, Chennai
Edition Newspaper dated 28,11,2023, under
the caption "Fish in Mylapore Temple Tank
found dead, deepam oil blamed,, and in The
Hindu Newspaper Dt: 29.L1.2023, under the
Caption "Thousand of dead fish removed
from Kapaleeswarar Temple,s Tank in Chennai,,

with

Hindu Religious Charitable Endowments
Department
Represented by its Commissioner,Chennai andothers, Respondents

Plan of Action and Report filed by the
5th Respondent

M r, R. Bharanidharan

Counsel for 5th Respondent
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